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lr, drior to August 1950 the prewar Artillery Barracks in the southern 
sector of tfiolsko-Piala (Q 50/X 38) were occupied by a olish 
motorized artillery regiment., doldiers knorrn to source referred to 
it as tho 17th .*rty Uegt and stated that the regiment had bjjn 
transferred from Oppeln (P 5l/«J 17) to - i:lsko~9iala in 19k7» 

They also said that tho regimental commander ?;as of Russian descent 
and belonged to the Polish -my only since l?hl or 1343* (1) 

2v Units of from 120 to 150 troops were seen leavin;; for field exer- 
cises o £ ch of tliroe motion picture performances given one day 
attended by 250 to 30 J non* 

3- .mong the acquaintances of eource were soldiers from Krakow 

(Q 5l/Z 2k) 9 Danzig (Q 55/l 1|2) and ^zeszov; (1 51/V 7n) * From them 
he learned that some personnel of the 1927 class, the entire 1323 
class, and sono personnel of the 1.323 class worn in service with the 
army in the sunner of 13: '0* The 1925 and 1326 classes wer ? discharged, 
hen bom after 1923 could volunteer for active service* Inductions 
were effoctod in the spring and in the fall* doldiors said that the 
torn of service with tho notorized artillery was 27 months * (2) 

];« Fron conversations source gained tho impression that the soldiers were 
not enthusiastic about their military service <, They complained that 
the Soviets were more and more infiltrating tho 'olish officer corps! 
home soldiers said that, in c so of war a'-ainst tho wort, they ought 
to "take to tho v;oods"<, 
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About 15 guns of 103 to 120 urn caliber were observed at the : r biliary 
Barracks* Th e --.ins had two p lounatic tires, no mu./zle brake and a 
vertical shield* Their prime movers were trucks of American make* (3) 
bmall arms observed included submachine ;runs, rifles with fixed 
bayonets- and carbines* x ho submachine guns were of soviet ori gin and 
liad wooden stocks and 71-round druxa magazines* The unit was pre- 
dominantly equipped with sub aa cl line guas* 
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6 0 The soldiers wore field caps or round, brownish-green service 

caps with a red ribbon, a black vizor and the '"olich-aagle emblem 
in front 5 brownish-green coats with rod-bordered epaulets of the 
sane color and red braid at tho tips of the collar patches; a 
Id athor belt with a buckle; trousers intended to be tucked into 
laced boots, or breechos with wrapped leggings; and overcoats or, 
sometimes, quilted cotton uniforms in winter* 

7* Training was chiefly conducted in the billeting area* Wo guns were 
observed with troops leaving for a road march. In April 1950 a 
large-scale field exerciso was held near Biolsko-Biala, with the 
artillery regiment participating. Upon completion of tho exercise 
another artillery unit moved through Bielsko-Biala, having about 
60 trucks, many of which were towing artillery pieces* 

8* a unit of about LGO men, generally referred to as an infantry unit, 
was quartered in an old permanent barracks installation, located 
about 500 meters east of the artillery Barracks and between the 
railroad line and the road to bywioc (Q 50/X 96) • 

9» livery spring and fall this unit received recruits who, after six 
months basic training, were shipped out for reassignment* It was 
known in Biolsko-Biala that tho recruits wore committed to work in 
coal mines upon completion of their basic training* borne of them 
triced in coal nines at Brzeszcze (Q 50/X 99) and Czochowice (Q 50/ 
X 08)* (U) 

10* The unit was equipped only vjfth snail arms, including machine guns 
with wooden stock and drum magazine, submachine guns with metal 
stock and slightly curved clip magazine, and carbines* 

11* The troops wore brownish-green blouses with belt, trousers intended 
to be tucked into laced boots and, as headgear, most vjore the four- 
cornered Polish ^rray cap. [Jo details on service colors or insignia 
were known * 

12 * Prior to august 1?50 no Soviet troops were stationed in bielsko- 
Hiala* Inly one officer clad in soviet uniform and accompanied by 
Polish officers was repeatedly seen in the summer of 1950* It was 
rumored that a five-story building on ^molki Square (formerly Goethe 
Square) was to bo vacated by tho civilian residents and was to be 
used as a Soviet officers® billot* Tho eviction of residents had, 
however, not been effected by **ugust 1950* 
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| | Comments* 

(1) Probably the £Jd Tight ft u rty Itagt of the 6th Inf Di v* wliich was re- 
peatedly confirmed in ilelsko-Biala, | l 25X1 

(2) The data on the classes are correct* They confirm available infor- 
mation on tho induction system in Poland* However, tho service tern 
with the artillery is two years, the sane as that of all other 
brandies of service* 27-nonth service tern has only boon introduced 
into the KB;! (Corps of Internal Security) and the BOB ( Border Guard 
Corns)* See Article h2 of the Universal Mlitary Law of h February 
1950 . 

(3) Probably the Soviet model 1939 field cannon of 76 ran caliber, which 
is used in light artillery units. The caliber stated was liighly 
overestimated . Tho model 1933 field howitzer of 122 mm caliber, which ‘ 
might also ho concerned, has a slanting shield* It is probable, how- 
ever, that one battalion of the regiment war equi >ped with these 
field howitzers, which were not observed by tho informant* 

(U) Possibly one of the l abor units that have been frequently observed in 
the industrial area* I I 
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